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s i s t a n t  
~Division 
d  
h  D i v i s i o n  
J a n e  S h a r p h o r n  
R o b e r t a  S i m o n e  
R o s e  S t e i n  
R o n a l d  W a r d  
J o h n  W e l d o n  
V e r n o n  W o l f e  
T h e o d o r e  Y o u n g  
J a m e s  Z u m b e r g e  
P r o l o g u e  
W i f e  o f  A s s i s t a n t  P r o f e s s o r  o f  P h y s i c a l  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  f i r s t  
b a s k e t b a l l  c o a c h  D a v i d  S h a r p h o r n  
A s s i s t a n t  P r o f e s s o r  o f  E n g l i s h  
W i f e  o f  A s s o c i a t e  P r o f e s s o r  o f  B i o l o g y  H o w a r d  S t e i n  
A s s i s t a n t  P r o f e s s o r  o f  B i o l o g y  
A s s i s t a n t  P r o f e s s o r  o f  C h e m i s t r y  
A d m i s s i o n s  C o u n s e l o r  
A s s o c i a t e  P r o f e s s o r  o f  P h i l o s o p h y  
P r e s i d e n t  
T h e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n s  a b o v e  a r e  p r o v i d e d  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  n e w c o m e r s ,  p e o p l e  
w h o s e  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  G r a n d  V a l l e y  i s  l e s s  t h a n  2 5  y e a r s .  M a n y  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  
m e n t i o n e d  b e l o w  a r e  n o  l o n g e r  a c t i v e l y  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y ;  m o r e  t h a n  a  f e w  
h a v e  d i e d ;  a n d  o t h e r s  a r e  k n o w n  t o d a y  w i t h  d i f f e r e n t  t i t l e s .  M y  r e c o l l e c t i o n s  a r e  n o t  
o r g a n i z e d  b y  a n y  h i s t o r i c a l  t i m e l i n e ,  a n d  I  c e r t a i n l y  m a d e  n o  e f f o r t  t o  t e l l  a  c o m p l e t e  
s t o r y .  W h a t  f o l l o w s  i s  a  v e r y  p e r s o n a l ,  p r o b a b l y  a  b i a s e d ,  v i e w .  
I  f i r s t  s a w  t h e  c a m p u s  o f  G r a n d  V a l l e y  S t a t e  C o l l e g e  i n  F e b r u a r y  o f  1 9 6 5 .  T h e  
e n s u i n g  t h r e e  d e c a d e s  o f  s o m e t i m e s  t u r b u l e n t  d e v e l o p m e n t  h a s  p r o d u c e d  a  
q u a l i t a t i v e l y  c h a n g e d  i n s t i t u t i o n .  I n  n o  w a y  c a n  w e  c o n s i d e r  t h e  G r a n d  V a l l e y  o f  
t o d a y  t o  b e  m e r e l y  a  l a r g e r  v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l .  I n  f a c t ,  t h e  c o l l e g e  c h a n g e d  f r o m  
y e a r  t o  y e a r  i n  t h o s e  e a r l y  d a y s .  F a c u l t y  s i z e  p r o g r e s s e d  a n n u a l l y  f r o m  1 2  t o  3 0  t o  
6 0  t o  9 0  b e f o r e  t h e  f i r s t  c l a s s  g r a d u a t e d .  U n d e r s t a n d i n g s  a c h i e v e d  d u r i n g  t h e  
e a r l i e s t  y e a r s  w e r e  e x p o s e d  t o  c h a l l e n g e  b y  e a c h  n e w  a n d  p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y  l a r g e r  
c o h o r t  o f  f a c u l t y .  I n s t e a d  o f  a  s e n a t e ,  w e  h a d  a  F a c u l t y  A s s e m b l y  w h i c h  c o n s i s t e d  o f  
t h e  e n t i r e  f a c u l t y ,  p l u s  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s t a f f ,  a n d  v i g o r o u s  d e b a t e  o n  m a j o r  i s s u e s  
d r e w  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  f r o m  m a n y  q u a r t e r s .  F e w  p o l i c i e s  e s c a p e d  d e t a i l e d  p r o b i n g .  
W e  w e r e  a l m o s t  a l l  v e r y  y o u n g  a n d  m o s t l y  i n e x p e r i e n c e d .  J i m  Z u m b e r g e  h a d  
b e e n  a  p r o f e s s o r  o f  g e o l o g y  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M i c h i g a n ,  G e o r g e  P o t t e r  h a d  n e v e r  
b e e n  a  d e a n ,  P h i l  B u c h e n  w a s  a  c o r p o r a t e  l a w y e r  w i t h  n o  p r i o r  c o l l e g e  e x p e r i e n c e ,  
a n d  m o s t  o f  t h e  f a c u l t y  h a d  n e v e r  t a u g h t  f u l l - t i m e  e l s e w h e r e .  Y o u t h  a n d  i n e x p e r i e n c e  
c a n  l e a d  t o  e r r o r ;  t h e y  a l s o  o f f e r  a  r e f r e s h i n g  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  t a k e  c h a n c e s  a n d  t o  
s i d e s t e p  t r a d i t i o n .  
I  c a m e  t o  G r a n d  V a l l e y  a f t e r  f i v e  y e a r s  o n  t h e  f a c u l t y  o f  K a n s a s  S t a t e  C o l l e g e  o f  
P i t t s b u r g  ( n o w  P i t t s b u r g  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ) .  M y  f o u r  n e w  c o l l e a g u e s  i n  b i o l o g y  i n  
1 9 6 5 - 6 6  ( C a r l  B a j e m a ,  F r e d  B e v i s ,  M a r c i a  B o y l e s ,  a n d  P h i l  C l a m p e t t )  h a d  a m a s s e d  
a  t o t a l  o f  f i v e  y e a r s  o f  f u l l - t i m e  c o l l e g e  t e a c h i n g .  B e i n g  t h e  o l d  m a n  o f  t h e  
d e p a r t m e n t ,  a t  3 2 ,  w a s  n e w  f o r  m e  b e c a u s e  I  h a d  b e e n  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t a l  b a b y  a t  
P i t t s b u r g .  A  3 4 - y e a r - o l d  p h y s i o l o g i s t  h i r e d  a t  P i t t s b u r g  t w o  y e a r s  b e f o r e  I  w a s  h a d  
b e e n  r e f e r r e d  t o  b y  t h e  c h a i r m a n  a s  " t h e  b o y . "  I  n e v e r  k n e w  w h e t h e r  h e  h a d  a  
c o r r e s p o n d i n g  n a m e  f o r  m e  a t  2 7 .  
G r a n d  V a l l e y  R e v i e w  •  2 2  
Grand Valley's basic curriculum, a very rigid Foundation Program, was largely the 
brainchild of Harry Jellema, one of the few grey-haired presences on campus. All 
students were required to take the same nine courses, except for the choice of 
foreign language. The watchword was liberal arts, modified by a term 1 had never 
heard applied in this context: pure. 
Shortly before departing from Pittsburg, I paid a courtesy call on the Academic 
Dean, who shook my hand and thanked me for being "a bulwark of the liberal arts" at 
an institution which was in transition from a teachers college to what they called a 
"general purpose" college. Within my first month at Grand Valley I was being told that 
I had no grasp of liberal arts. Pure liberal arts, I heard, eschews any notions of 
employment, and I had sinned by injecting such practical matters into the 
discussions of curriculum. 
The only applied program was Education, which had been accepted by the faculty 
because it was expected of a regional state-supported college. Teacher preparation, 
operating within the Psychology Department, was consistently relegated to second 
class status in debate within the Faculty Assembly. I suspect that the education 
faculty felt tolerated at best. 
The Biology Department soon proposed the addition of a program in medical 
technology. The plan required completion all of the general education requirements 
and fulfillment all of the specific requirements of the biology major, but credit would 
also be given for internship at an approved hospital lab. The battle royal over medical 
technology was no less keen within the Science & Mathematics Division than 
elsewhere at the college. I no longer remember which arguments were the most 
persuasive, but medical technology was finally adopted at that level and college-
wide. Our liberal arts college had become a little less pure. 
This was far from the only dispute. The suggestion to overcome perennial 
shortfalls in enrollment by providing flexibility in the Foundations Program met furious 
opposition. Dean Potter appointed a committee to make recommendations, including 
the late John Weldon and Fred Bevis, representing the Science & Math Division. 
Because the faculty was small, there was ample opportunity for extended debate on 
the concept as well as the many alternative patterns of requirements. Discussion 
occurred in faculty offices, over lunch in the small faculty dining room in Seidman 
House, and at social gatherings on weekends. John and Fred, both disposed toward 
making changes, frequently consulted others in Loutit Hall on strategy. A sharply 
divided faculty dumped the Foundations Program in the first of many changes in 
General Education at Grand Valley. 
For the most part, dissent on any issue was open, and few members of the 
faculty were quiet about their views. An undaunted small group of liberal arts purists 
found themselves consistently on the losing end of votes in the Faculty Assembly. 
Most of these people became the founders of Thomas Jefferson College, initiating 
what became the "Colleges" era of experimentation. AI Baker, who held joint 
appointment between Chemistry and History of Science, probably deserved the 
Outstanding Dissenter Award. There were frequent votes in the Faculty Assembly in 
which he alone or he and a handful of others suffered defeat. We should admire 
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p e o p l e  w h o  h o l d  t o  p r i n c i p l e s ,  e v e n  i n  t h e  f a c e  o f  n e a r l y  1 0 0 - 1  o d d s ,  a n d  A I  d i d  h a v e  
p r i n c i p l e s .  
I n  c o n t r a s t ,  t h e  P h y s i c a l  E d u c a t i o n  D e p a r t m e n t  w a s  m o n o l i t h i c .  A t  m e e t i n g s  o f  
t h e  F a c u l t y  A s s e m b l y ,  P . E .  f a c u l t y  t y p i c a l l y  s a t  i n  a  r o w  a n d  v i r t u a l l y  a l w a y s  v o t e d  a s  
a  b l o c .  B e f o r e  y o u  a s s u m e  t h a t  C h u c k  I r w i n ,  t h e i r  l e a d e r ,  w a s  a  d e s p o t ,  y o u  n e e d  t o  
u n d e r s t a n d  t h e i r  u n i q u e  p o s i t i o n .  T h e  f a c u l t y  w a s  d i v i d e d  i n t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n s  o f  S o c i a l  
S t u d i e s  ( a l i a s  S o c i a l  S c i e n c e s ) ,  A r t s  &  H u m a n i t i e s ,  a n d  S c i e n c e  &  M a t h e m a t i c s .  
P h y s i c a l  E d u c a t i o n  w a s  i n d e p e n d e n t  o f  a l l  t h r e e .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  p r e v a l e n t  r u m o r ,  
G e o r g e  P o t t e r ,  h a r d l y  t h e  c h a m p i o n  o f  i n t e r c o l l e g i a t e  a t h l e t i c s ,  t h r e a t e n e d  C h u c k  
I r w i n  w i t h  d i r e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  i f  P h y s i c a l  E d u c a t i o n  d i d  n o t  d o  h i s  b i d d i n g .  I  h a v e  n o  
d i r e c t  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  t h i s  w a s  t r u e ,  b u t  n o  h a n d s  i n  t h a t  d e p a r t m e n t  w e n t  u p  b e f o r e  
C h u c k ' s  i n  a n y  v o t e s  i n  t h e  F a c u l t y  A s s e m b l y .  
P h y s i c a l  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  t h e  L i b r a r y  h e l d  r e m a r k a b l e  s w a y  i n  t h e  o t h e r  m a j o r  
c o m p o n e n t  o f  t h e  g o v e r n a n c e  s y s t e m ,  t h e  A c a d e m i c  A f f a i r s  P o l i c y  C o u n c i l  ( A A P C ) .  
C h a i r e d  b y  D e a n  P o t t e r ,  i t  c o n s i s t e d  o f  t h e  t h r e e  d i v i s i o n  c h a i r s :  C h u c k  I r w i n  a s  c h a i r  
o f  P h y s i c a l  E d u c a t i o n ,  S t e v e  F o r d  a s  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  L i b r a r y ,  a n d  t h r e e  e l e c t e d  
f a c u l t y  m e m b e r s .  T h e  r e a s o n i n g  b e h i n d  t h i s  a r r a n g e m e n t  w a s  t h a t  e a c h  a c a d e m i c  
u n i t  ( i n c l u d i n g  t h e  L i b r a r y )  g o t  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  a n d  n e i t h e r  t h e  L i b r a r y  n o r  P h y s i c a l  
E d u c a t i o n  l o g i c a l l y  f i t  i n t o  a n y  o f  t h e  d i v i s i o n s .  T h e  s m a l l  n u m b e r  o f  l i b r a r i a n s  a n d  
p h y s i c a l  e d u c a t i o n  f a c u l t y  h e n c e  h a d  m o r e  c l o u t  i n  t h e  A A P C  a r e n a  t h a n  d i d  t h e  
l a r g e r  a c a d e m i c  d i v i s i o n s .  
O n  a  p r a c t i c a l  b a s i s ,  t h e  D e a n  c o n t r o l l e d  t h e  A A P C .  I n  t h o s e  d a y s  S t e v e  F o r d ,  
B o b  C h a m b e r l a i n ,  a n d  H a r r y  J e l l e m a  w e r e  c l o s e  a l l i e s  o f  G e o r g e  P o t t e r .  C a r l  M e l o y  
w a s  n e v e r  n o t e d  a s  a  f o r c e f u l  f i g u r e ,  a n d  C h u c k  I r w i n ,  a s  d e s c r i b e d  a b o v e ,  w a s  
l i m i t e d  i n  h i s  o p p o s i t i o n .  L o n g  m e e t i n g s  w e r e  f u r t h e r  e x t e n d e d  b y  i n c l u s i o n  o f  s t r i c t l y  
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  d e t a i l  i n t o  t h e  A A P C  a g e n d a ,  t e s t i n g  t h e  p a t i e n c e  o f  t h e  e l e c t e d  
m e m b e r s .  
T e a c h i n g  h o u r s  i n  s o m e  c a s e s  w e r e  p e r s o n a l l y  n e g o t i a t e d  b y  f a c u l t y  m e m b e r s  
w i t h  A r t  H i l l s ,  w h o  m a d e  u p  t h e  s c h e d u l e s .  A d v i s o r s  i n  t h e  s c i e n c e s  p e r c e i v e d  
a w k w a r d n e s s  i n  f i n d i n g  r e a s o n a b l e  s c h e d u l e s  f o r  o u r  s t u d e n t s .  T h e  d i f f i c u l t y  a r o s e  
b e c a u s e  t o o  m a n y  c l a s s e s  w e r e  j a m m e d  b e t w e e n  1 0 : 0 0  a n d  3 : 0 0 ,  a n d  t o o  f e w  
c l a s s e s  m e t  o n  F r i d a y s .  A  m e m o  w i t h  m y  s i g n a t u r e  ( t h o u g h  R o n  W a r d  w a s  a l s o  
i n v o l v e d )  i n f o r m e d  G e o r g e  P o t t e r ,  J i m  Z u m b e r g e ,  a n d  P h i l  B u c h e n  o f  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n .  
T h e  b o d y  o f  t h e  m e m o  i n c l u d e d  a  t a b l e  s u m m a r i z i n g  t h e  n u m b e r s  o f  c l a s s e s  o f f e r e d  
b y  e a c h  d e p a r t m e n t ,  a n d  b y  e a c h  d i v i s i o n ,  a t  t h e  v a r i o u s  d a y s  a n d  h o u r s .  T h e  
c o u r s e s  i n  o n e  d i v i s i o n  w e r e  e s p e c i a l l y  c o n c e n t r a t e d .  R a t h e r  b r a s h l y ,  I  e n d e d  t h e  
n o t e  w i t h  t h e  q u e s t i o n :  " A r e  w e  r u n n i n g  a  c o l l e g e  o r  a  c o u n t r y  c l u b  f o r  t h e  f a c u l t y ? "  
P o t t e r ' s  r e s p o n s e ,  w i t h  m y  p e r m i s s i o n ,  w a s  t o  c i r c u l a t e  t h e  m e m o  a m o n g  k e y  f a c u l t y  
m e m b e r s .  I  w a s  t o o  n a i v e  t o  s u s p e c t  t h a t  t h e  d e a n  w o u l d  l e a v e  m y  n a m e  o n  t h e  
d o c u m e n t .  W e  m i g h t  s a y  t h a t  m y  p o p u l a r i t y  s u b s e q u e n t l y  s u f f e r e d  i n  s o m e  q u a r t e r s ,  
b u t  s t u d e n t  c h o i c e s  w e r e  b r o a d e n e d  i n  l a t e r  t e r m s .  
C o n s i s t e n t  s h o r t f a l l s  i n  e n r o l l m e n t  a n d  s o m e  c o m m u n i t y  p r e s s u r e s  n u d g e d  u s  
t o w a r d  m o r e  d r a m a t i c  p r o g r a m m a t i c  c h a n g e s .  D e a n  P o t t e r  a p p o i n t e d  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  
o n  N e w  A c a d e m i c  P r o g r a m s  ( C O N A P )  i n  1 9 6 8 - 6 9 .  I t s  c h a i r  w a s  H i s t o r y  p r o f e s s o r  
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Glenn Niemeyer. Other members included Mary Seeger, Marv DeVries, and me. 
CONAP was charged to investigate possible majors to be added. CONAP thoroughly 
discussed and even designed programs in communications, nursing, business, and 
engineering, among others. 
Prior to CONAP, the late Dr. Keats Vining, Jr., then chair of the Education 
Committee of the Kent County Medical Society, had approached the Grand Valley 
administration with a proposal to start a baccalaureate program in nursing. Marcia 
Boyles, Carl Meloy, and I met several times with Dr. Vining and the directors of the 
Schools of Nursing of Butterworth, Blodgett, and St. Mary's Hospitals. After a while, I 
remained as a committee of one to have monthly meetings with these nurses. They 
wanted Grand Valley to start with a curriculum which would enable employed nurses 
with hospital certificates to earn college degrees in nursing. Our School of Health 
Sciences began operation in 1971, but with a nursing curriculum tailored for students 
coming directly out of high school. 
Grand Valley had offered two courses in accounting through the Economics 
Department. In the early days of CONAP, economist Marv DeVries opposed any 
expansion into a business major. Unhappy with that turn, I described the committee's 
discussion to Ron Ward of the Biology Department. He and I, consulting several 
college catalogues, formulated a business program which consisted of a core for all 
business majors, plus additional specialization in accounting, marketing, etc. Did 
submission of that proposal to CONAP influence the formation of the Seidman 
School of Business a couple of years later? Someone in the administration can 
supply that answer. 
One feature of the college's plans was the videotaping of lectures. This would 
free the faculty to spend time with students in small groups (the tutorial system). We 
used tutorials even before any videotaping. Meeting students in groups of three or 
four several times each term enabled us to personalize their education. In Biology 
101, for example, we required all students to read selections from a book in 
preparation for the tutorials, and the discussions centered on the philosophy of 
science. Unfortunately, that system fell of its own weight. 
The major miscalculation emanated from the demands and consequences of 
videotaping. We were using castoff cameras from TV-13, obsolescent technology. 
Shortcomings of that equipment prevented us from stopping and resuming in the 
midst of lecturing; one had to deliver 50 minutes as if in a live lecture. The taped 
lectures were to be typical of our daily lectures, but we quickly realized that a lecture 
worth capturing for many years of use required many hours of preparation. Marcia 
Boyles and I agreed that well over 20 hours of preparation were necessary for each 
hour of product. The Audio-Visual staff kept insisting that blemishes on tape were no 
worse than the errors that we made daily in live lectures, but the live lecturer does 
not repeatedly make the same mistake. 
I made three tapes for Biology 101 on the chemical background for the course. A 
demonstration on one tape involved shaking a jar full of wooden balls, and, though 
the jar broke, I bravely kept going. We used these tapes for several years, until an 
experiment revealed another fault in the plan. The taped lectures were offered in 
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r o o m  1 3 2  L a k e  H u r o n  H a l l ,  a  l a r g e  l e c t u r e  h a l l  w i t h  a  p r o j e c t i o n  b o o t h  i n  t h e  b a c k .  
O n e  d a y ,  i n s t e a d  o f  o p e n l y  a t t e n d i n g  t h e  l e c t u r e ,  w e  s n e a k e d  i n t o  t h e  p r o j e c t i o n  
b o o t h  a f t e r  t h e  c l a s s  h a d  g a t h e r e d .  T e n  t o  f i f t e e n  m i n u t e s  a f t e r  t h e  v i d e o t a p e  s t a r t e d  
s t u d e n t s  b e g a n  t o  l o o k  a r o u n d  t h e  r o o m .  F i n d i n g  n o  i n s t r u c t o r ,  o n e  b y  o n e  t h e y  l e f t  
t h e  r o o m  b e f o r e  t h e  l e c t u r e  w a s  o v e r .  U s i n g  a  t a p e d  l e c t u r e  t o  s a v e  f a c u l t y  t i m e  f o r  
p e r s o n a l  i n t e r a c t i o n  j u s t  d i d  n o t  w o r k .  
A  f a c u l t y  w h i c h  h a d  t o  m a i n t a i n  a  2 0 : 1  s t u d e n t  f a c u l t y  r a t i o  a n d  w h i c h  p r o v i d e d  
l e c t u r e s ,  l a b s ,  a n d  d i s c u s s i o n s  c o u l d  n o t  a l s o  b e  e x p e c t e d  t o  c o n t i n u e  w i t h  t u t o r i a l s .  
T h a t  w o u l d  h a v e  l e f t  n o  t i m e  f o r  i n t e l l e c t u a l  p u r s u i t s ,  n o t  t o  m e n t i o n  t h e  t a s k s  o f  
d e v e l o p i n g  a  c o l l e g e .  
R e s e a r c h  b r i e f l y  s u r f a c e d  a s  c a u s e  c e l e b r e .  S e v e r a l  p r o f e s s o r s  i n  t h e  S c i e n c e  &  
M a t h  D i v i s i o n  w a n t e d  s p a c e ,  t i m e ,  a n d  f u n d i n g  f o r  r e s e a r c h .  J i m  Z u m b e r g e  a n d  
G e o r g e  P o t t e r  m e t  w i t h  t h e  d i v i s i o n  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  i s s u e .  J i m  h a d  a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
r e p u t a t i o n  i n  g l a c i a l  g e o l o g y ,  b u t  h e  b r u s h e d  u s  o f f .  W h e n  I  w a s  a  y o u n g  f a c u l t y  
m e m b e r  a t  M a c a l e s t e r  C o l l e g e ,  h e  s a i d ,  I  m a n a g e d  t o  g e t  r e s e a r c h  d o n e  b y  p e r s o n a l  
s a c r i f i c e .  Y o u  c a n  d o  t h e  s a m e .  T h e  p r i o r i t y  w a s  c l e a r .  
T h e  r e l a t i v e  u n i f o r m i t y  o f  a g e  a m o n g  t h e  f a c u l t y ,  t h e i r  y o u t h ,  a n d  t h e i r  
c o m m i t m e n t  t o  a  c o m m o n  e n t e r p r i s e  l e d  t h e  f a c u l t y  t o  a s s o c i a t e  s o c i a l l y .  T h o s e  
l i v i n g  i n  t h e  G r a n d  H a v e n  a n d  G r a n d  R a p i d s  a r e a s  t e n d e d ,  w i t h  n o t a b l e  e x c e p t i o n s ,  
t o  c l e a v e  w i t h  c o l l e a g u e s  i n  t h e i r  h o m e  c o m m u n i t i e s .  E v e n i n g  p a r t i e s  a n d  p i c n i c s  
w e r e  c o m m o n .  T h e  f l e d g l i n g  F a c u l t y  C l u b  s t r u g g l e d  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  s m a l l  p o p u l a t i o n  
o f  p o t e n t i a l  m e m b e r s ,  b u t  o x  r o a s t s  a n d  d i n n e r s  ( a  n u m b e r  o f  t i m e s  a t  P o i n t  W e s t  i n  
H o l l a n d )  b e c a m e  f e a t u r e s  o f  t h e  c l u b ' s  p r o g r a m .  
A r t  D e l o n g ,  W e l l i e  F r a s e ,  a n d  J a c k  P a y n e  o f t e n  c o n v e n e d  n o o n - t i m e  m e e t i n g s  o f  
t h e  F a c u l t y  C l u b  b o a r d  a t  t h e  b o w l i n g  a l l e y  a t  L a k e  M i c h i g a n  D r i v e  a n d  4 8 t h  A v e .  
T h a t  w a s  t h e  c l o s e s t  r e s t a u r a n t ,  i f  w e  c a n  g l o r i f y  i t  w i t h  t h a t  t i t l e .  T h e  t h r e a d  o f  
c o n v e r s a t i o n  a t  t h o s e  m e e t i n g s ,  o v e r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s ,  w a s  t h a t  a  c l u b h o u s e  w o u l d  
c r y s t a l l i z e  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  J a c k  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  w o r k e d  h a r d  o n  d e s i g n i n g  a  b u i l d i n g  
w h i c h  w a s  t o  b e  b u i l t  n e a r  t h e  w a t e r  t o w e r .  C o u l d  w e  a f f o r d  t o  b u i l d  i t ?  W o u l d  t h e r e  
b e  s u f f i c i e n t  c l i e n t e l e  t o  k e e p  a  b u i l d i n g  f i n a n c i a l l y  a f l o a t ?  W h o  w o u l d  b e  r e s p o n s i b l e  
f o r  d a y - t o - d a y  m a n a g e m e n t ?  S h o u l d  w e  r a i s e  d u e s  b e f o r e  b u i l d i n g  o r  s h o u l d  w e  w a i t  
u n t i l  a f t e r  t h e  f a c i l i t y  a t t r a c t e d  m o r e  m e m b e r s ?  Q u e s t i o n s  w e r e  e n d l e s s ,  a n d  
a n s w e r s  c a m e  s l o w l y .  
A  p a r a l l e l  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  G r a n d  V a l l e y  W i v e s  ( T i m e s  h a v e  c h a n g e d ,  h a v e n ' t  
t h e y ? } ,  d e v e l o p e d  a  v i g o r o u s  p r o g r a m  o f  i t s  o w n .  I t s  l e a d e r s  i n c l u d e d  S h i r l e y  H i l l s ,  
J a n e  S h a r p h o r n ,  M a r l y s  F l a n d e r s ,  a n d  R o s e  S t e i n .  J e a n  M a c D o n a l d  a n d  L o r r a i n e  
J e r k a i t i s  j o i n e d  i n  s o m e w h a t  l a t e r .  T h e  W i v e s  s u b d i v i d e d  i n t o  N o r t h w e s t  G r a n d  
R a p i d s ,  J e n i s o n ,  a n d  G r a n d  H a v e n  c l u s t e r s ,  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  f u n c t i o n i n g  
a s  o n e  u n i t .  A m o n g  t h e i r  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  w a s  a  b o o k l e t  o f  a d v i c e  f o r  w i v e s  o f  
n e w l y  h i r e d  f a c u l t y  a n d  s t a f f ,  a  w e l c o m i n g  t e a ,  a n d  s e v e r a l  i n t e r e s t  g r o u p s .  E a c h  
y e a r  t h e y  p r o d u c e d  a  g r o u p  C h r i s t m a s  c a r d  w h i c h  w a s  m a i l e d  t o  f a c u l t y .  T h e  m o n e y  
p e o p l e  d o n a t e d  t o  t h e  c a r d  f u n d  w a s  u s e d  f o r  s c h o l a r s h i p s .  ( I ' d  l i k e  t o  s e e  t h a t  
p r a c t i c e  r e s u r r e c t e d . )  E v e n t u a l l y  t h e  W i v e s  m e r g e d  w i t h  t h e  F a c u l t y  C l u b  ( n o w  c a l l e d  
t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  C l u b } ,  a n d  s o m e  o f  t h e  W i v e s '  a c t i v i t i e s  p e r s i s t e d  f o r  m a n y  y e a r s .  
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And then there were the faculty/staff teams in the intramural leagues. Though 
Grand Valley had no gymnasium or well-designed playing fields, an astonishing 
percentage of its students (about 200 when the total enrollment was perhaps 1,1 00) 
participated in basketball and touch football. Naturally the young faculty responded 
with its own teams, under the leadership of Fred Bevis. Our first touch football game, 
played on a mowed area immediately south of the present Cedar Studios, showed 
that students had found an arena in which to flex their muscles-rather literally. 
Injuries in that game scared off all but a few foolhardy non-student players. Bevis 
was quarterback, John Scherff was running back, and Vern Wolfe was willing only to 
punt. We were constantly on the prowl for players. 
Basketball games were played at Jenison High School. The "officials" were 
students, and the calls in games involving the faculty were not always completely 
unbiased. Faculty members also played each other at times at Allendale High, where 
Rod Mulder fell on the tiled gym floor and broke his elbow. 
Being part of a new and undefined college required a sense of humor at times 
and generated comical outcomes at others. For example, Science & Math faculty 
hired in 1965 waited until Loutit Hall was finished in December before they got 
regular offices. Their temporary offices consisted of a line of open cubicles with six-
foot walls on the second floor of Lake Huron Hall. Mathematician Henry Hanson, 
retiree from another college, was so hard-of-hearing that several of us left our 
cubicles when he was visited by students; there was no way to concentrate during 
the shouted conversations. 
Yet another awkward situation came from the donation by the Angus family of the 
first of Grand Valley's teaching vessels. Ron Ward obtained a grant from the National 
Science Foundation to refit the boat for its new oceanographic function. Don 
Lautenbach, a retired Navy chief bos'n's mate, suggested that the work could be 
done more cheaply by Grand Valley's employees under his supervision. A permit 
was obtained to haul the overweight and oversized vessel from Grand Haven to 
campus. The ANGUS was placed in a cradle next to an old barn east of Lake 
Michigan Hall in the fall. When the work had been completed, the college's 
application to the state highway department for the return trip was denied. The rules, 
it seems, allowed an oversized load to be moved only once. The Governor's office 
had to intercede, averting conversion of the boat into a land-locked relic. 
Lautenbach also served as the first captain of the R.V. ANGUS. Don once 
gunned its engine in order to make a quick exit from the Government Pond in Grand 
Haven and ignominiously missed the opening. A steel hull can have its advantages. 
The college had an anti-nepotism policy, but encountering difficulty in attracting 
some outstanding faculty, the administrators bent the rules. Bob Chamberlain as Arts 
& Humanities Chair with Bobbie Simone (Chamberlain) in the English Department 
was rationalized by the intermediate presence of the chair of the English 
Department, Lou Rus. Art and Greta Delong were hired as Professor of Psychology 
and Associate Professor of Psychology and Education, respectively. When Art 
became chairman of the department, there was some mumbling that Greta was 
really in education (which was an arm of the Psychology Department). Nevertheless, 
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l  G o v e r n o r ' s  o f f i c e  
I  r e l i c .  
N G U S .  D o n  o n c e  
e n t  P o n d  i n  G r a n d  
e  i t s  a d v a n t a g e s .  
f i c u l t y  i n  a t t r a c t i n g  
1 a m b e r l a i n  a s  A r t s  
n g l i s h  D e p a r t m e n t  
r  o f  t h e  E n g l i s h  
; s o r  o f  P s y c h o l o g y  
c t i v e l y .  W h e n  A r t  
, g  t h a t  G r e t a  w a s  
m t ) .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  
a  l a t e r  a p p o i n t m e n t  t o  t h e  F o r e i g n  L a n g u a g e s  c h a i r  w a s  b l o c k e d  b e c a u s e  B i l l  a n d  
M a r y  S e e g e r  b o t h  t a u g h t  G e r m a n .  T h e  p o l i c y  w a s  r e s c i n d e d .  
G e o r g e  P o t t e r  a p p o i n t e d  m e  t o  t h e  c h a i r  o f  t h e  " T e n u r e ,  T e a c h i n g  L o a d ,  E t c .  
C o m m i t t e e , "  a  t i t l e  w h i c h  o n l y  h e  c o u l d  h a v e  i m a g i n e d .  O n e  d a y  h e  r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  
t h e  c o m m i t t e e  p r o p o s e  a  s a b b a t i c a l  p o l i c y  w i t h i n  s e v e r a l  w e e k s .  A t  m y  c o m p l a i n t  
a b o u t  t h e  r u s h ,  h e  s t a t e d  t h a t  w e  n e e d e d  t h e  p o l i c y  b e c a u s e  s o m e  o f  t h e  f a c u l t y  
m i g h t  b e  e l i g i b l e  t o  a p p l y  f o r  l e a v e .  " W h e n  m i g h t  t h e y  b e  e l i g i b l e ? "  I  a s k e d .  W e  w o n ' t  
k n o w ,  h e  r e s p o n d e d ,  u n t i l  y o u  d e v i s e  t h e  p o l i c y .  
D o n  L u b b e r s '  f i r s t  a u t u m n  p i c n i c  f o r  t h e  f a c u l t y  a n d  s t a f f  p r o d u c e d  t h e  f a m o u s  
s k i n n y - d i p p i n g  e p i s o d e .  G u e s t s  w h o  a c c e p t e d  D a n ' s  i n v i t a t i o n  t o  u s e  t h e  s w i m m i n g  
p o o l  r e t i r e d  t o  a  b e d r o o m  t o  c h a n g e .  E x p l a n a t i o n s  a f t e r  t h e  f a c t  v a r i e d ,  b u t  B o b  
C h a m b e r l a i n  d i v e d  o r  w a s  p r o p e l l e d  u n c l a d  t h r o u g h  a  s e c o n d - s t o r y  w i n d o w .  T h e  
L u b b e r s  h a v e  n e v e r  a g a i n  i n v i t e d  u s  t o  s w i m .  
T h e  B i o l o g y  D e p a r t m e n t  a c c e p t e d  a  d o n a t i o n  o f  t w o  l i v e  s p e c i m e n s :  a  r a t t l e s n a k e  
a n d  a  c o p p e r h e a d .  I n  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  a n y  a l t e r n a t i v e ,  t h e  s n a k e s  w e r e  p l a c e d  i n  a  
t e r r a r i u m  k e p t  a t  t h e  r e a r  o f  t h e  b i o l o g y  l a b  o n  t h e  t o p  f l o o r  o f  L a k e  M i c h i g a n  H a l l .  
T h e  s n a k e s  d i s a p p e a r e d .  O n e  r e a c t i o n  w a s  t h a t  c u s t o d i a n s  r e f u s e d  t o  c l e a n  t h e  
b u i l d i n g  u n t i l  t h e  s n a k e s  w e r e  c a u g h t ;  a n o t h e r  w a s  t h a t  G e o r g e  P o t t e r  d e c r e e d  t h a t  
t h e  b i o l o g i s t s  w o u l d  i m m e d i a t e l y  f i n d  a n d  e x e c u t e  t h e s e  c r e a t u r e s .  T h e  s n a k e s  h a d  
n o t  e s c a p e d  b u t  h a d  c r a w l e d  i n t o  t h e  w a r m  s p a c e  a b o v e  t h e  l i g h t s  a t  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  
t e r r a r i u m .  F r e d  B e v i s ,  C a r l  B a j e m a ,  a n d  I  f o r m e d  t h e  e x e c u t i o n  t e a m .  U s i n g  a  c r u d e  
h o m e - m a d e  s n a k e  h a n d l e r ' s  n o o s e ,  F r e d ,  w i t h  C a r l ' s  a s s i s t a n c e ,  c a p t u r e d  e a c h  
s n a k e  a n d  p l u n g e d  i t  h e a d f i r s t  i n t o  f o r m a l d e h y d e  u n t i l  a l l  s t r u g g l e  c e a s e d .  M y  s e l f -
a p p o i n t e d  r o l e  w a s  t o  s t a n d  a t o p  a  n e a r b y  l a b  t a b l e  w i t h  a  s t o u t  m e t e r  s t i c k  i n  c a s e  
t h e  s e r p e n t s  g o t  l o o s e .  T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  s t i l l  r e t a i n s  t h e s e  p i c k l e d  s p e c i m e n s .  
V a r s i t y  s p o r t s  c a m e  t o  G r a n d  V a l l e y .  B a s k e t b a l l  a n d  c r e w  ( w h i c h  u l t i m a t e l y  
b e c a m e  a  c l u b  s p o r t )  w e r e  n o t  c o n t r o v e r s i a l .  I n  c o n t r a s t ,  f o o t b a l l  e n g e n d e r e d  t h e  
c o m p l a i n t  t h a t  i t  i s  n o t  a  " g e n t l e m a n l y "  s p o r t .  S o c c e r  w a s  t o u t e d  a s  f a r  s u p e r i o r  i n  
t h a t  r e g a r d .  C r e w  a n d  s o c c e r ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  w e r e  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  G e o r g e  P o t t e r ' s  
O x f o r d  U n i v e r s i t y  o r i g i n s ,  b u t  J i m  Z u m b e r g e  w a s  a l s o  a n t i - f o o t b a l l .  C o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  
p a t h  o f  J i m ' s  c a r e e r  a f t e r  h e  l e f t  G r a n d  V a l l e y ,  t h a t  a t t i t u d e  i s  d e l i c i o u s l y  i r o n i c .  H e  
s e r v e d  a s  o n e  o f  t h e  t o p  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  a t  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N e b r a s k a ,  S o u t h e r n  
M e t h o d i s t ,  a n d  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  S o u t h e r n  C a l i f o r n i a ,  e a c h  a  m o n u m e n t  t o  K i n g  F o o t b a l l  
i n  i t s  m o s t  h i g h l y  d e v e l o p e d  f o r m .  
G r a n d  V a l l e y  a t t r a c t e d  a n  u n u s u a l  s t u d e n t  b o d y .  F o r  t h e  m o s t  p a r t ,  o u r  s t u d e n t s  
h a d  t o  b e  a d v e n t u r o u s  t o  t r y  o u t  G V S C ,  t h e i r  m o r e  c o n v e n t i o n a l  c o u n t e r p a r t s  
s t i c k i n g  w i t h  c o l l e g e s  w h i c h  h a d  e x i s t e d  l o n g  e n o u g h  t o  b u i l d  r e p u t a t i o n s .  O n e  
i n d i c a t i o n  o f  s t u d e n t  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t  i s  t h a t  o f  t h e  f i r s t  2 5  g r a d u a t e s  w i t h  B i o l o g y  
m a j o r s  1 6 %  w e n t  o n  t o  e a r n  t h e  P h . D .  d e g r e e ,  1 2 %  b e c a m e  p h y s i c i a n s ,  a n d  2 4 %  
h a v e  b e e n  i n  K - 1 2  t e a c h i n g .  ( I  h a v e  n o  d a t a  o n  s i x  o f  t h e  g r a d u a t e s . )  T h e y  w e r e  a  
j o y  t o  t e a c h ,  a n d  w e  h a d  t h e  l u x u r y  o f  m e e t i n g  t h e m  i n  v e r y  s m a l l  a d v a n c e d  c l a s s e s .  
R e s p o n d i n g  t o  s t u d e n t  o b j e c t i o n s  t o  b e i n g  t r e a t e d  a s  m e r e  n u m b e r s ,  t h e  c o l l e g e  
a n t i c i p a t e d  s u b d i v i d i n g  i n t o  u n i t s  o f  n o  m o r e  t h a n  1 , 5 0 0  s t u d e n t s .  O n e  c l u s t e r  w o u l d  
h o l d  i t s  c l a s s e s  i n  t h e  G r e a t  L a k e s  b u i l d i n g s ,  a  s e c o n d  c l u s t e r  w o u l d  o p e r a t e  f r o m  
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Manitou and Mackinac Halls, and two more clusters would be added to fulfill an initial 
goal of 6,000 students. Science, physical education and athletics, and the library 
were to remain centralized. Placement of the buildings still reveals evidence of those 
plans. A major question at that point revolved around whether these clusters would 
have the same curricula. 
A split in opinions about curriculum and instruction offered the opportunity to split 
off a small group of faculty into a unit which came to be called the Thomas Jefferson 
College of General Studies (T JC). In some ways T JC carried the banner of "pure" 
liberal arts which had become sullied by the remainder (inappropriately dubbed the 
College of Arts & Sciences). Though the physical separation imagined for clusters a 
few years earlier did not come to pass, formation of the Seidman School of Business, 
William James College, and Kirkhof College (nee College IV) ensued. Grand Valley 
State Colleges had been transformed into an experimental campus, which was hard 
to explain to outsiders. (I leave it to others to describe the cluster arrangement.) 
A negative, even ludicrous, outcome of the cluster arrangement was an entirely 
unpredictable result of the names. T JC and WJC (William James) were terms 
introduced into a community which also had its cherished JC (Grand Rapids Junior 
College, now called Grand Rapids Community College). How many students might 
have chosen Grand Valley if they had not considered it a junior college? 
Change had become the primary descriptor for GVSC. The innovations of its 
earliest days became pedestrian compared with those of the 1970s. Although that 
decade may be remembered by some faculty as troublesome, Grand Valley served 
as a microcosm on one campus for most of the types of experimentation in higher 
education which were occurring in isolated centers throughout the United States. It 
may have been hell to live through at times, but, in retrospect, it was an exciting 
decade for us. Important understandings of Grand Valley's later role were formed in 
the crucible of debate which characterized the college from its inception. The faculty 
and the administration learned from its errors and successes. We are probably a 
better university because of that history. 
Ted Young suggested, probably seriously, that when Grand Valley reached 1,500 
students, it should cap its enrollment and sell off its excess land. His vision was not 
illogical, and I agreed then (and still agree) that some consequences of taking that 
route would be both productive and enjoyable. Small classes, knowing nearly the 
whole student body, and maintaining a focus on a small range of programs, as we 
old-timers experienced on this campus, have their rewards. But would that have 
been a practical road map for a state-supported college to follow? I doubt it. 
Epilogue 
Some readers might assume that everything seemed to go wrong or that the early 
faculty were unhappy with their lot at Grand Valley State College. To the contrary, I 
believe that the education received by our students was very strong, and in many 
ways I would like to turn the clock back. There was excitement, there was bravado, 
there was intellectual ferment, and there was a strong sense of purpose. And I was 
only 32 years old. 
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